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How do new diseases become part of the public health agenda? Emerging
Illnesses and Society brings together historians, sociologists, epidemiolo-
gists, public health experts, and others to explore this vital issue. Contribu-
tors describe the processes by which patients' groups interact with medical
researchers, public health institutions, and the media to identify and address
previously unknown illnesses, including multiple sclerosis, Tourette syn-
drome, AIDS, lead poisoning, Lyme disease, and hepatitis C. The introduc-
tory chapter develops a general theoretical model of the social process of
“emerging” illness, identifying critical epidemiologic, social and political
factors that shape different trajectories toward the construction of public
health priorities. Through case studies of individual diseases and analyses
of public awareness campaigns and institutional responses, this timely
volume provides important insights into the medical, social, and economic
factors that determine why some illnesses receive more attention and
funding than others.
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